Recognizing Service to Groundwater
Jack Daniel to Receive 2017 Kremer Award

J

ack Daniel, retired
Administrator of the Office
of Drinking Water and
Environmental Health at the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS), has been selected
to receive the 2017 Maurice Kremer
Groundwater Achievement Award.
The Kremer Award is presented
annually by the Groundwater
Foundation to an outstanding
Nebraskan who has made a substantive
contribution to the conservation and
protection of Nebraska’s groundwater.
“Jack has been important to
Nebraska’s water resources,” said
Groundwater Foundation President Jane
Griffin. “Nebraska’s groundwater has
benefited from Jack’s decades of work.
On behalf of all of us at the Groundwater
Foundation I am honored to recognize
Jack with the Kremer Award.”
The Kremer Award is chosen each
year by a selection committee appointed
by the Groundwater Foundation’s Board
of Directors. It is named for Senator
Maurice Kremer, who spent 20 years in
the Nebraska Legislature where he was
best known for his contributions toward
protecting the state’s water resources,
earning him the nickname “Mr. Water.”
Daniel is a native of Crete, Nebraska.
He earned a degree in Wildilfe Biology
from South Dakota State University
in 1967. He served in the Nebraska
National Guard as a field radio specialist
before an honorable discharge in 1972,
then went on to receive a Masters of
Environmental Science Degree from the
University of Oklahoma.
Daniel started at the Nebraska
Department of Health in 1968, then
served at DHHS from January 1997
through his retirement in December
Jason Kvols, Northeast Regional
Director of Farm Bureau, noted that
in previous public hearings, leaders or
board members were often situated
on a stage or platform with members
of the gallery seated slightly lower.
The style presented by Wolf, however,
removed that power dynamic and placed
opponents and proponents on an even
footing, moving the perception of the
hearing away from “Us against You” to
encouraging dialogue.
Both Kvols and Bonita Lederer,
Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association, are
working to incorporate this dialoguecentric style of hearing into their internal

2014. He worked primarily with the
department’s Public Water Supply
Program, Water Well Contractors’
licensure program, and other
environmental health programs. He also
served two terms on the Association of
State Drinking Water Administrators.
Since retiring, Daniel continues his
hobbies of beekeeping, bird-watching,
and managing the land to promote
wildlife. He manages 170 acres of CRP
ground focused on pollinator-related
crops and flowers. Daniel believes longterm land management is critical to
promoting environmental diversity, and
that strong leadership is important to
ground and surface water management.
Selection committee member
and past Kremer recipient Lee Orton
nominated Daniel for the award. “My
main reason for nominating Jack was
because of his ‘can do’ management
style,” Orton said. “His attitude about
finding ways to get things done versus
finding reasons why something could
not be done helped Nebraska become
a leader in groundwater research,
management and national leadership
contributions.”

p Jack Daniel, retired Administrator of
the Office of Drinking Water at Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services.

For more information about
the Maurice Kremer Groundwater
Achievement Award, please visit
www.groundwater.org/kremer.S
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communication. Lederer believes that an
important next step for the Association
is to include outreach articles in their
news publication, and begin introducing
NRDs and other regulatory agencies
outside times of crisis. Preemptively
establishing trust between the members
the public and those regulating WHP
or groundwater management areas is
a vital step in creating an environment
where everyone works together to
combat nitrate contamination. Lederer
and Kvols, who represent the interests
and experience of producers and
farmers, returned to their organizations
with a clear, unified message of
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groundwater protection.
Developing a statewide effort to
reduce nitrates in groundwater first
requires the establishment of trust
and credibility in the message and the
messenger. While many communities
struggle with fear, doubt, and denial, it
is possible to reframe the message into
education and voluntary cooperation
where scientists, decision-makers, and
farmers can learn from each other
and create anintegrated groundwater
management model.
For more information about the risk
management workshop series, please
visit www.deq.state.ne.us.S
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